The role of the thalamus in recovery from tactile extinction and crossed tactile extinction.
A 68-year-old man had a cerebral infarction affecting the right parietal lobe, right insula, and the left prefrontal region. On admission, left hand tactile extinction was noted when the hands were placed both in anatomical and crossed positions, but was noted only in crossed positions from day 20 and later. Five months later, the patient developed another cerebral infarction in the right thalamus, and left hand tactile extinction was again seen both in the anatomical and crossed positions. Our findings suggest that the thalamus was involved in the recovery from the tactile extinction in anatomical positions.